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into the alimentary canal, and embed themselves in the
tissues of the host, causing a sort of gall formation. After a
moult the larva changes its position and seeks one of the
spiracles, to which it applies its posterior end, thus bringing
its own spiracles in contact with the air. The activities of the              y

third instar are not given, but it is stated that the parasite              \

waits until the host pupates before devouring it to death.               <

The parasite pupates in the earth, and the whole cycle occupies              j

ten to eleven months.                                                                           i

The same authors give an account of Gompsilura concinnata,              5

which attacks impartially both the Gipsy moth and the Brown-              j

tail  moth, as well as a large number of other Lepidoptera.               I

There are fifty-eight European hosts recorded, and a list of              J

twenty- three American ones given by Culver (1919) probably              j,

leaves a good margin.                                                                          j

The method of attack of this fly differs from B. scutellata.             ^

It inserts its ovipositor under the skin of the caterpillar, and
extrudes tiny maggots, which develop quickly for about two
weeks. After the first moult, they migrate to the posterior
spiracles. When they come out to pupate, they do so either in
the earth at the foot of the tree on which their hosts lived, or
behind the bark ; but some may be found in the cocoons of
the moths. The pupal period lasts about a week in the earth,
but only a couple of days or so on the tree. The adults attain
maturity in three or four days. Thus the whole cycle is
completed in about a month. Culver (1919) gives three
generations a year. Hibernation takes place in. the larval stage.

In Canada large numbers are reared and distributed yearly.
In the entomologist's report for 1917, for example, 15,725
puparia were reared from 78,484 caterpillars of the Gipsy
moth, which were collected from forty-five different places.

Arista bare, pubescent or plumose, two- or three -jointed ;
abdomen with bristles along the dorsum ; legs long and
bristly.
Small to medium-sized flies, resembling the Tachinids both
in appearance and habits. So far as is known they are entirely
parasitic on insects and snails.